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SUBJECT: LE TOURNEAU FOUNDATION DISCUSSES CLAIM AGAINST GOP 

1 . SUMMARY: REPRESENTATIVES OF THE LE TOURNEAU FOUNDATION OF 
THE U.S. AND LE TOURNEAU DEL PERU CALLED ON AMBASSADOR 

AND ECON OFFICER TO DISCUSS CLAIM WHICH LE TOURNEAU HAS 
AGAINST GOP FOR NON-PAYMENT OF COMPENSATION RELATED TO 
1969 EXPROPRIATION OF LE TOURNEAU PROPERTY, TOURNA VISTA, 

UNDER PERUVIAN AGRARIAN REFORM PROGRAM. LE TOURNEAU REPS 
CLAIM TO HAVE APPOINTMENT THIS WEEK WITH PERUVIAN PRESIDENT 
MORALES BERMUDEZ AND HOPE TO OBTAIN HIS COMMITMENT TO HAVE 
GOP PAY COMPENSATION. THEY INDICATE THAT THEY WILL BE 
ASKING FOR FORMAL USG ASSISTANCE IF GOP DOES NOT REACT 
FAVORABLY. ACTION REQUESTED: EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE 
ANY INFO DEPARTMENT HAS ON LE TOURNEAU ACTIVITIES IN PERU 
IN GENERAL AND THIS CASE IN PARTICULAR. END SUMMARY. 

2. DR. KENN W. OPPERMAN, DIRECTOR, AND H. RON DAVIDSON, 

JR., EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, LE TOURNEAU FOUNDATION, WITH 
OFFICES IN ORLANDO, FLORIDA, CALLED ON AMBASSADOR JAN. 21 
TO DISCUSS THE LE TOURNEAU CASE. THE SAME GENTLEMEN, 
ACCOMPANIED BY ALVIN RAHMEL, GENERAL MANAGER, LE TOURNEAU 
DEL PERU, INC., CALLED ON ECON OFFICER JAN. 24. OPPERMAN ALSO 
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IS PRESIDENT OF TOCCOA FALLS COLLEGE, TOCCOA FALLS, GEORGIA, 

AND IS ASSOCIATED WITH THE CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE, WHICH HE 
DESCRIBED AS AN EVANGELICAL ORGANIZATION. THE CANADIAN 
AMBASSADOR HAS INFORMED US THAT OPPERMAN IS A CANADIAN CITIZEN 
AND HAS ALREADY MADE SIMILAR CALL ON CANADIAN EMBASSY. 

3. ACCORDING TO LE TOURNEAU REPS, THE FORMER LE TOURNEAU 
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PROPERTY IN PERU, TOURNA VISTA, WAS EXPROPRIATED BY THE 
VELASCO GOVERNMENT UNDER PERU'S AGRARIAN REGORM PROGRAM. 
COMPENSATION HAD BEEN PAID TO THE COMPANY FOR THE LIVESTOCK 
AND INFRASTRUCTURE OF THE COMPLEX. HOWEVER, LE TOURNEAU HAD 
BUILT A HIGHWAY CONNECTING THE FARM TO A NEARBY PERUVIAN 
TOWN. ACCORDING TO OPPERMAN, THE COST OF THE PORTION OF THE 
ROAD COMPLETED BY THE TIME OF EXPROPRIATION WAS ABOUT $5 
MILLION. THE GOP HAD AT FIRST REFUSED TO PAY FOR THE ROAD, 

CLAIMING THAT IT HAD NOT BEEN COMPLETED. THE COMPANY 
CLAIMED COMPENSATION FOR THE COST OF THE CONSTRUCTION 
UP TO THAT POINT. ACCORDING TO THE COMPANY REPS, THE 
PERUVIAN TRIBUNAL AGRARIA, THE COMPETENT COURT REGARDIING 
AGRARIAN REFORM CASES, HAD DECIDED IN THE COMPANY'S FAVOR. 

HOWEVER, THE GOP, ALTHOUGH IT DID NOT CONTEST THE COURT 
DECISION NOR PUBLICLY STATE THAT IT WOULD NOT PAY, NEVER 
INDICATED THAT IT WOULD HONOR THE DECISION AND HAS NOT 
TAKEN ACTION IN ACCORD ANCEE WITH TRIBUNAL'S DECISION. 

4. ACCORDING TO MR. R AHMET. THE MINISTRY OF TRANSPORTATION, 

THROUGH WHICH HE PURSUES THE CASE, DRAGS ITS FEET IN THE 
MATTER. HE SAID THAT THIS DELAYING TACTIC IS THE RESULT 

OF INSTRUCTIONS GIVEN BY PRESIDENT VELASCO. HE SAID THAT 
THERE HAS BEEN NO INDICATION THAT THE MINISTRY WOULD MOVE 
ANY FASTER UNDER THE MORALES BERMUDEZ PRESIDENCY. 

5. THE LE TOURNEU REPS SAID THAT THEY HAD AN APPOINTMENT 
LATER THIS WEEK WITH PRESIDENT MORALES BERMUDEZ TO DISCUSS 
THE QUESTION. THEY SAID THAT THEY WOULD OFFER HIM A PROPOSAL 
WHEREBY HALF OF THE COMPENSATION PAYMENT WOULD REMAIN IN 
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PERU TO BE USED FOR ESTABLISHMENT OF A "MINI-UNIVERSITY" 

WITH TIES TO THE CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE. OPPERMAN ALSO SHOWED 
AMBASSADOR POWER OF ATTORNEY PAPERS GIVEN HIM BY LE TOURNEAU 
IN CONNECTION WITH THE CASE AND ALSO ADMITTED CANDIDLY THAT 
FIFTY PERCENT OF THE U.S. PORTION OF ANY COMPENSATION OB- 
TAINED WOULD BE TURNED OVER TO HIS TOCCOA FALLS COLLEGE, 

OPPERMAN ALSO INDICATED THAT PATIENCE HERETOFORE 

SHOWN BY COMPANY TOWARD GOP DELAYS WOULD NOT CONTINUE MUCH LONGER 
AND THAT LE TOURNEAU WOULD PROBABLY SEEK FORMAL USG ASSISTANCE IN 
CASE IF MORALES BERMUDEZ' REACTION IS NOT SATISFACTORY TO 
COMPANY. OPPERMAN ALSO STATED THAT LARGE NUMBER OF 
IMPORTANT PERUVIANS SUPPORT HIS "MINI-UNIVERSITY" PROGJECT, 

BUT HE ADMITTED THAT NONE OF THESE PEOPLE WERE USING 
INFLUENCE TO HAVE GOP PAY COMPENSATION CLAIM. 

5. OPPERMAN INDICATED THAT HE AND DAVIDSON WOULD BE 
CALLING ON DEPARTMENT WITHIN NEXT THREE WEEKS TO DISCUSS 
CASE. AMBASSADOR SUGGESTED HE CALL ON DAVID GANTZ, L/EUR, 

BECAUSE OF GANTZ'S EXPERIENCE IN EXPROPRIATION MATTERS IN 
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PERU. OPPERMAN ALSO SAID HE WOULD REPORT TO US ON RESULTS OF 
MEETING WITH MORALES BERMUDEZ. 

6. ACTION REQUESTED: EMBASSY FILES CONTAIN NOTHING ON LE 
TOURNEAU OR TOURNA VISTA. WE WOULD APPRECIATE ANY INFORMATION 
DEPARTMENT COULD PROVIDE US REGARDING THIS BACKGROUND ON 
LE TOURNEAU ACTIVITIES IN PERU AND CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE. IN 
LIGHT OF OPPERMAN'S CANADIAN TIES WE WOULD ALSO APPRECIATE 
INFORMATION REGARDING NATIONALITY OF COMPANY. 

DEAN 
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